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Dear Readers:

This newsletter is an introduction and overview of the
University of Oregon Chinese Flagship program. As editors,
we hope to capture the essence and heart of our beloved
program. The newsletter has provided us with an opportunity
to reflect on our journey during our last full year on campus.
We are extremely thankful for all of the people who continue
to encourage and support us, and are grateful for the lifelong
lessons and friends that we have formed through the program.
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We would like to specifically thank Jeremy Henninger-Chiang
in assisting with Chinese translations and Monica
McLellan for her incredible heart and dedication that is a
source of our program’s success.

We hope you enjoy.

Sincerely,
Carol Kress and Samara Schuman Mgl =572
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UO CHINESE FLAGSHIP

The University of Oregon Chinese Flagship is an undergraduate
program for helping students achieve a professional level of Man-
darin proficiency while studying other disciplines. As graduates of
the Language Flagship program, students take their place among
the next generation of global professionals, commanding a superior
level of proficiency in one of the world’s most critical languages.

A key aspect of the program involves studying abroad. Students are
eligible for funding to attend Flagship—approved intensive
summer language programs in the United States, China, and
Taiwan. Moreover, Flagship students are required to attend a Cap—
stone year at Nanjing University or National Taiwan University to
complete the Flagship program. During the year abroad, students
enroll in courses related to their field of study and participate in an
internship related to their desired career path.

Flagship is sponsored by the Language Flagship and National Se—
curity Education Program (NSEP) of the Department of Defense
and administered by the Institute of International Education (IIE) .
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Every year, Flagship students
participate in summer Mandarin
immersion programs. Flagship
approved summer programs are
offered domestically and inter-
nationally.

Each program is rigorous and
immersive, allowing students
to improve their Mandarin and

deepen cultural understanding.

The following pages include
introductions to summer
programs and insight into the
student experience described
by Oregon students who have
attended the programs.




What opportunities were there to
practice Chinese?

he International Chinese Language ﬁ) K E fRig ‘ﬁﬁ}f;‘]ﬁﬁ

Program (ICLP) is located in Tai- (ICLP) 1' Jﬂ:‘

j[ﬁ How were the teachers?

ei, Taiwan at the National Taiwan % »
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University (NTU). The ICLP Flagship
Summer Program offers training in
both traditional and simplified Manda-
rin. Students enjoy Taiwan’s diverse
culture and NTU’s lively campus when
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Thomas: The teachers were really
understanding. I felt like they
knew what they were doing and
generally had the best solutions
to help students when they were
struggling.

Andy: The reading class really
helps. One on one tutoring sessions
are available once a week in your
living quarters, you can talk about
whatever or ask for homework
help. It's a nice opportunity to

attending ICLP. The 9-week program
improves students’ language ability by

work on social skills.
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Homework?
Thomas: It really helped me un-
derstand sentence structures and
written language, and it exposed

providing an optimal study environ- iﬁ—% aﬂ H@E{it{‘ﬁﬂ/)\ﬁ? Bﬂ %

ment with an ideal living arrangement fkigiﬂf ﬁ E%iﬁ%ﬁ‘éﬁ o
in Taipei Paradise.

What opportunities were there to
explore the city?
Thomas: During orientation week

INTERNATIONAL CHINESE

LANGUGAE PROGRAM
TAIPEIL, TATWAN

Andy and Thomas Wang
=5 ERFE
Class of 2020
From Portland
Majors:
Andy: Business and Chinese
Thomas: International Business
and Chinese
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What classes did you attend?
Andy: Thoughts on Society, Newspaper II
Thomas: Talks on Contemporary China, Newspaper II

How did you feel about the curriculum?

Andy: The coursework is challenging, but small class-

es of four or five people force you to engage in the
class and really help improve your Chinese. Learning
Chinese for four hours a day, five days a week is a
lot of exposure to the language and provides opportu-
nities to grow. The language pledge is enforced, and
it’s a good thing for the program to have.

me to different materials like news-
paper articles. It was a great way
to lead discussions in class.

What was the living situation like?

Andy: We lived in Taipei Paradise
which are apartments near NTU.
There were 8 of us in our apart-
ment. People at the program
make the living experience really
awesome.

Thomas: There were six students
and one teacher in my co-ed apart-
ment. The benefits of living with a
teacher is you'll always have some-
one willing to help you. I learned
more about the culture by living
with a teacher. It was off campus
dining, and a lot of Uber eats.

they take you around the city, and
during the long weekend you get to
sign up for an event and can travel
around. The city is really cool, the
general vibe of hints of globaliza-
tion mixed with preserving its own
culture is really cool.

Favorite memory or biggest take-
away?

Andy: The people I got to meet
during the program is what made
the trip for me. Because of them,
everything was more exciting.

Thomas: The food and experiencing
the culture that my parents had
the chance of experiencing.




ET (China Educational Tours) Beijing

operates out of Capital Normal University.
The program offers language courses for stu-
dents from beginning to advanced levels and en-
forces a language pledge. Students live on cam-
pus with a Chinese roommate and work with
professors to drastically improve their Chinese.
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Princeton in

Beijing (PIB) is a highly intensive summer
program for intermediate and advanced
Mandarin language study. The 8-week
rigorous program focuses on testing and
fluency through accuracy. PIB is ideal for
those who thrive in high-pressure learning
environments and desire to dramatically
improve their language ability.
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Business and Chinese double major

Class of 2021

From Blue River, Oregon

How did you feel about the

curriculum?

I had just completed
100-level Chinese at

U0, so I did second year
Chinese in Beijing. The
curriculum was definitely
very rigorous. We had
about four hours each
day in class with one
main teacher and three
good supporting teachers.
For homework we would
learn about 40 new words
everyday. We studied
social issues in China, like
global warming, the trade
war, gender equality, ete.

How was the curriculum

structured?

Homework usually takes
3-4 hours a day, and
every week on Friday we
have a written and speak-
ing test. And once the test
was done you were free
during weekends.

How were the teachers?
The teachers were really
fantastic. Usually they
were available until about
10 pm at night to help
with homework and to
practice Chinese.

How was the
living situa-
tion?
We lived in
dorms that
were like a hotel, I have
no complaints about the
living situation. We each

lived with a Chinese room-

mate and some people had
really great roommates.
For food there was a
cafeteria on campus with
three levels of different
foods from different
Chinese regions, and lots
of restaurants in the
vicinity.
Weather in Beijing is
definitely hot and humid,
but the pollution wasn’t
as bad as I expected. We
would even have blue sky
sometimes.

Were there opportunities

to explore the city?
I would walk every night
around the city for
several hours. We also
had group trips to &2
FH, the Great Wall, and
to the national museum.
Some people even went to
Shanghai every weekend
on their own time.

Advice to someone who is

applying?
Really try to reach out to
more locals. As a foreign-
er, any Chinese you speak
will be rewarded with
“your Chinese is so good!”
Get to know a waiter at a
restaurant that you fre-
quent - even if it’s a little
step, take the opportunity.
Also, open a bank account
and utilize WeChat to
rent bikes, order takeout,
hail a cab, ete. Learn how
to use it as quickly as
possible, because it'll be
very useful.

Favorite memory or big-

gest takeaway?
I got to reconnect with
friends from Beijing that
I met at UO. When you go
off by yourself or with
other foreign students,
you really don’t get the
same exposure to the cul-
ture than if a local takes
you around. That was
definitely the best part.

Pl

When and what level did

you attend?
Summer of 8018, 3rd year
level

How was class scheduled?
You had class at 8 am
sharp until 12 with a small
break in between, and
after you have individual
sessions with you and a
teacher. Classes only had
5-6 students, then you got
to meet one on one with
teachers everyday, and
even after they had office
hours if you needed it. It
was all very supportive.
I learned about recent
societal issues, ancient
China, history, culture,
music, etc. Homework was
manageable, and testing
was difficult but if you
studied you'd be fine.

How was the living situa-

tion?
We lived in the foreign
exchange dormitory, it was
almost like a hotel. There

KIERAN ROONEY & g|,

Economics and Chinese double major

are two people per room.
I'm still in contact with my
roommate.

What was the food dining

situation like?
During the day you got
the option to use money to
go off campus or use food
credits, and every week
during XX EF you'll
go out with teachers for
lunch. The food was always
amazing.

How was the campus and

weather?

The campus was big, we
had access to most places,
except maybe one or two
libraries we couldn’t go to.
The weather was hot, then
after it started to rain.
There is smog too, I wore
face masks.

Were there opportunities to

explore?
Because it was the 20th
anniversary we got to
travel outside of Beijing to
Chengde and Xian. There

Class of 2021

From Medford, Oregon

is also a term break where
students have a long week-
end to plan a trip, a lot of
students went to Shanghai
or Harbin.

How was the city?
Beijing is huge, and there is
a lot of stuff to do. You can
go to hutongs or historical
sites or to =BT,

Favorite memory or biggest

takeaway?
One night,I toured around
Beijing the entire night
with my roommate. We ate
random street food and
visited lots of historical
sites.

Do you have any advice to

someone considering PIB?
Apply. It’s a once in a
lifetime opportunity and it
will improve your Chinese.
It’s really worth it. Don’t
stay in your room the
entire time, make sure to
go explore.
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CIEE (Council for International Education Exchange)
Shanghai Summer Accelerated Chinese Language is a two-
month long program operating out of East China Normal
University. The language program has classes for all levels
of learners, from students who cannot say hello to those who
have been studying Chinese for multiple years. Students get
to choose to live on campus in dormitories with a Chinese
roommate or live with a host family near campus.

How were classes and curriculum?
Felix: I liked how it was mostly in
the mornings, so you could do stuff
in the afternoon. An hour, and then
a break, then something different,
S0 you never were doing stuff for
hours on end.

Vanessa: I thought it was interest-
ing, a lot of our curriculum was
modern (wechat, bike sharing) we
went out and interviewed people
which was good. The homework
wasn’t that bad. You did your
homework with your SEf
which was nice.

How was the living situation?
Vanessa: We all lived in the same
hall, you could open your doors and
talk to each-other, the roommates
were nice!

Carol: I lived in a homestay really
close to campus which was awe-
some- my host parents would make
me meals and take me out to eat.
They didn’t speak any English so
my Chinese had to get good fast.

How was the food?

Felix: It was just a normal cafe-
teria, Iliked the fruit stand- the
bananas are so good.

Carol: There’s also a TON to eat
near campus too so if you are tired
of cafeteria food just go checkout
all the food on 4 ¥>JT.B or the malls
nearby.

Felix Neeleman - {5l

Art and Tehcnology

From Arlington, Washington
Vanessa Nobles - i g 75

Biology

From Pheonix, Arizona
Carol Kress - fif 2%

Journalism

From San Diego, California

How was the campus and weath-
er?
Carol: Shanghai in summer is hot
and humid with lots of rain and
storms. Get a personal fan, drink
lots of water.
Were there opportunities to ex-
plore?
Carol: Weekends gave opportunities
to explore the city and you could
even take the train to Suzhou or
Nanjing or Hangzhou, also (depend-
ing on homework) you could go to
nearby places like 5 % % or the
bund on weekdays after class.
How was the city?
Carol: Shanghai is huge, with lots of
people. It was awesome, there were
tons of malls and shopping centers
and the subway was really easy
to figure, out no matter what level
your Chinese is.
Favorite memory or biggest take-
away?
Felix: Being able to travel to
nearby cities was also awesome.
It was insanely convenient to go
anywhere from Shanghai, and the
school was not so intense that that
wasn’t an option.
Do you have any advice to someone
considering CIEE?
Vanessa: Get the scholarship and
application process done and once
you’re done with that it’s easy sail-
ing from there.
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and provides opportunities for students to enhance
leadership skills. Banzhang has grown significantly

ithin the past two years, with milestones that include
o 2018- 2019
University of Oregon President Michael Schill, =
establishing official board positions, and
becoming ASUO student government

recognized. Currently, Banzhang includes 15 board
members and continually recruits and encourage )
leadership development.
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Z.o0é Arnaut - Communications Director - Elect
Kevin Iriawan - Treasurer-Elect

Emily Chan - Secretary - Elect

Robin Mann - Board Member

Ben Hardy - Board Member/Driver

Joanna Pon -Board Member

Max Hurtado - Board Member

Shiloh Kamrath - Board Member




Project Pengyou (meaning
“friend” in Mandarin) is a
national nonprofit dedicated
to empowering the next gen-
eration of U.S-China bridge-
builders. This

academic year
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students, the chapter works to
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CAMPUS EVENTS
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Flagship students cooked
hotpot in the Global Scholars Hall
kitchen and enjoyed playing games
and relaxing together

Portland
Students take a day trip to
| Portland to enjoy DimSum at
HK cafe and enjoy the beautiful
1| aesthetics of Chinese culture at
Lansu Gardens.

Annual Retreat
During the fall term Flagship students
attend a bonding retreat This year we
went to Belknap Hot Springs and stu-
dents learned about the Capstone year
and summer program expetience. There
was also hot pot, games and relaxing
hot springs.
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Colloquium
The Colloquium event is an annual year end celebration to honor
the work of Flagship students and faculty. This year Colloquium
was held at the Global Scholars Hall Great Room and had over 100
people come eat Peking
Duck, recieve awards,
watch performances
and participate in a
raffel with travel-re-
lated prizes.
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LIVING ON CAMPUS: GLOBAL SCHOLARS HALL

The Global Engagement Academic Residential Community offers lan-
guage-based communities within the Global Scholars Hall, including the
Chinese Living the Language floor. Living in the international commu-
nity allows students to connect with like-minded people interested in
Chinese culture. Approximately half of the residents are a part of the
Chinese Living the Language Program. Flagship students are highly en-
couraged to live on the floor and are offered scholarships, such as the
Global Scholars Award.
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Facts With the R.A: Feiran Chen BR3ERA

There are about 40 residents, half of them are a part of the Chinese ARC
(academic residential community). We have community social events g5
where we get food and hang out in the lounge. People often use the
lounge area to hang out and practice writing Chinese to get ready for
tests. People make lifelong friendships in the dorm, especially the
Chinese international students. | always see people hang out together. iz




The American English
Institute (AEl) serves as an
English language instruction
institution for internation-
al students. AEIl provides
student jobs as conversa-
tion partners and tutors to
assist international students
improve their English.
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AMERICAN ENGLISH INSTITUTE
EFERAIEY

Flagship students Ziru Bolen And Ellie Yeo explain their involvement in AEI as conversation
partners:

How did you find out about AEI?
Ziru: | found out through another roommate and Ellie who found out from a previous Flagship
student, Natasha Willow. It's been the best job of my whole life.

What does a conversation partner do?
Ziru: We talk to students in English and help them adapt to American academic environments
and social life. We help them with anything they need help with, like learning about cultural
differences.
Ellie: 1 get paid to make friends with people. We work one on one and in classes. We do what-
ever we want when we meet one on one, play games, go out to eat, drink bubble tea, go visit
the museum, etc. I've become good friends with some conversation partners and have even
met their families in China.

What'’s your favorite part about working in AEI?
Ziru: Making friends with people from different cultures.
Ellie: Making so many connections with different students from different countries. AEI cele-
brates all different holidays and cultures and ethnicities. Our previous conversation partners
even keep in contact with us when they go back to their home countries.

Any advice?
Ziru: Apply to work there. You make your own hours and are getting paid to make friends.
Ellie: Definitely apply, the goodbyes are too much, but making connections is amazing.




Ben Song attended Capstone in 2017 as a Biology and Chinese dou—
ble major. He found his internship through a professor while attending
classes at Nanjing University. Ben interned as a lab assistant at the
university and worked at the Nanjing Drum Tower Hospital. Ben ran
experiments related to liver disease to help find a drug that will inhibit
{atty acids in livers. But that was just one part of Ben's job. "l did lots
of translations, editing, and communicating with other Western research
labs.” In finding an internship, Ben gave tips for science majors. ‘Take
the classes you want to take and talk to your roommate or classmates to
kel p you make connections. It's all about guanxi (relationships).” When
asked if his internship related to his [uture career goals, Ben replied
“Definitely. | want to invent a drug that can fight cancer and prolong our
tives.” In the (all of 2019, Ben will attend pharmacy school at Oregon
State University and continue at Oregon Health and Science University in

pursuing a doctorate in pharmacy.

CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE : Ben Song
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Luoyi Farestrand interned at ADIA, a gaming company located in Nanjing.

ADIA designs graphics and game characters for other companies including
Nintendo and FIFA. Luoyi worked in the international business development

department. ‘| focused on international clients,” Luoyi explained. | researched

in Chinese and translated kinds of character designs. I'm not really a gaming

person, but | learned a lot about international business and how to communi—

cate with clients.” Luoyi also worked as a legal representative and hel ped the

company get money back (rom a European company. “That was one achieve—
ment | felt pretty proud of,” Luoyi said.

Luoyi explained the application process (or finding an internship. “The HR
department came to Nanjing about finding interns,” where students were then
interviewed. “We were basically hired on the spot.” He also shared advice to
students looking for an internship. “Don't be stressed out, you don't have to be

overwhelmed. In Chinese culture they want to hire people within a week, the
program advisor will help you.” Luoyi will be graduating spring of 2019 and is

on the search [or a job in international trade.

CAPSTONE EXPERIENCE :
Luoyi Farestrand 3= 3 X
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Jin-Li Lao 55810

Jin-Li graduated in 2010 as a student in the first undergraduate cohort of the

University of Oregon Flagship program. She doubled majored in international

studies and Asian studies, and double minored in business management and

Chinese. Jin-Li has now opened Zero Degrees, a popular boba and snack
shop in Eugene.

What are you doing now?
[ own an import-export company. | import a lot from China and Taiwan and
places surrounding. | travel to places like Hong Kong and China for trade-
shows and to meet with the manufacturers. That is one of my businesses, m
second is Zero Degrees. It is a franchise based out of California, we specializ
in Spanish-Asian fusion snacks. | wanted to do something more local.

Did the Flagship Program help you get or succeed in your job?
Yes. Capstone was more about my experience. My capstone year in Nanjing
was great, it was more about personal growth rather than being educational.
It pushed me to immerse into the culture, language and lifestyle.

Do you use Chinese in your job?
| go to China every year, and | use Chinese with the manufacturers even
though they provide translators. It is easier and that is what Flagship pre-
pared me for.

Did Flagship have a lasting impact on your personal or career goals?
| am still in close contact with most of my cohort. We are from Portland so
most of us gather around during the holidays. | am still best friends with
Sandy who also went to UO.

What advice would you give recent Flagship graduates?
Job hunting is stressful enough. Just take it easy, and use interviews as
practice. Do not overthink each one. It might take you a few years to discove
what you want to do, so do not get stressed about trying to find the “per-
fect” job right out of school.

What is something you wish you had known before doing Capstone?
You can not prepare for a place you have never been, and especially as the
guinea pigs we could not prepare for everything. We just enjoyed the ride
and took it one day at a time. The biggest challenge was in registering for
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classes and transferring credit, but hopefully that is better now.




THANK YOU

We as editors want to take a moment to thank every
single person who has contributed, encouraged,
helped, or been a part of this project.

We especially want to thank Monica, our advisor,
mentor, and hero. We couldn’t do any of this without
you.

We also want to thank Jeremy for helping with
translations, it has significantly improved the quality
of the newsletter.

Finally we want to thank everyone who was
interviewed, photographed, sent in photos and filled
out forms for us. We couldn’t have done this without
you, and you are what makes our time at UO and in

the Flagship program worth it.
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